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Killer Joe (Part 1 - melody)

Benny Golson
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Killer Joe has a 32-bar AABA form. The extreme contrast between the A and B sections creates
a great sense of tension and release. It was originally played with a medium-swing feel.

On Cue: Background for solos. All play single lines. For octs: Bari. play upper note. Alto play lower note.
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Sample Piano Voicings
Basic 3-note voicings

Supplemental Material - Killer Joe
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Useful Scales
A Blues Scale A Mixolydian (A7) G Mixolydian (G")
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Sample Bass Line
A"( G7 A7 G‘I A7 G7
# | T { | o bk
e e e e e P — , : e ——
{3} " 0 = "——-ﬂ & L } ; - i ‘f
1 5 1 7 1 5 1 # 1 § 1 7 1 5 1 ¢ 1 3 5 6 1 b7 5 3
T(b5) 9)
A G’ CHw" F#7¢ Cw’ F7
| ! N ) l R | biia 1
:  —— 1 i — a1 — :
T —— — — He % ] — ﬂr—k % = :
1 5 1 7 1 5 1 ¢l 1 b3 b5 b3 1 b7:71:5% /3 1 5 1 b3 1 S 3 1
7 7
F#J F7 C#Ml F# Play letter
= ! == =T
1 3 5 1 | 5 | 6 1 b3 1 5 1 1 5 3



68

Killer Joe (Part 2 - harmony)

All play single lines. For octs: Alto play lower note, Bari. play upper note.
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Useful scales: A Blues Scale A Mixolydian (A7) G Mixolydian  (G7)
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Killer Joe (Part 3 - harmony)

All play single lines. For octs: Alto play lower note, Bari. play upper note.
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A1|[aQ Background for solos. All play single lines. For octs: Alto play lower note. Bari. play upper note.
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Useful scales: A Blues Scale A Mixolydian (A7) G Mixolydian  (G7)
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