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Killer Joe (Part 1 melody)
Benny GolsonAA2 A G A G AT

G BCA FF#T09) CMo-
C#M F#TF#T F A3 AT

A GT AA

AT

(Solos)

Killer Joe has a 32-bar AABA form. The extreme contrast between the A and B sections creates
a great sense of tension and release. It was originally played with a medium-swing feel.

On Cue: Background for solos. All play single lines, For octs: Bari. play upper note. Alto play lower note.

A34 e
(after solos)

DC. alCoda
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Supplemental Material - Killer Joe
Sample Piano Voicings
Basie 3-note voicings

C FA F#T FFCMT5) F#T04 CM
OPORO

67

Rootless voicings
AT CM FTF

58-

F#T FCMT5 F#T) CM

H8- o
b7 b

Useful Scales

(A) GixolydianA MixolydianA Blues Scale

0-

Ib3 4 b5 5 b7 1

23 4 5 6 b7

2
3 4 5 6 57 1

F Mixolydian (F#T)F Half/whole diminished F)F Mixolydian F")

4 5 6 7 1 I2 3 4 5 6 573 b5 b6 67 671I b2 b3

Sample Bass Line

AA2 AT GA GA

t 1511 1 517 I5I 1
3 5 6 1 b7 5 3517A FCMF#T09)

15 1 b3 1 5 311 b3 b5 b31 575 315 1 15 I
7

F#TC#MFT FT A3 Play letter A
8bars-

15 3I3
1 5

5 1 6

13 5
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KillerJoe (Part 2- harmony)
All play single lines. For octs: Alto play lower note, Bari. play upper note.

A A2 A GA A

F#T09)AT B CMs CM FT

C F#F# ASA

EAT A GAT

GA

(Solos)

OnCue: Background for solos, All play single lines, For octs: Alto play lower note. Bari. play upper note.

A A2

A3

4
after solos)
DC. al CodaE

A GMixolydian ()Useful scales: A Blues Scale A Mixolydian

S6 b7 1 3 4 5 6 b7b3 4 b5 5 b7 1 2 3 4

(FT) Ft MixolydianFFt halflwhole dimin. (F#T0) F Mixolydian

b2 b3 3 b5 5 6 b7 1 1 23 4 56 b7 1

12 3 4 5 6 b7
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Killer Joe (Part 3 harmony)
All play single lines, For octs: Alto play lower note, Bari. play upper note.

AAA2 G A

FAT F#T04)

B C5) Do

A3 ATCMF F#

AT GA G

GT
(Solos)

A1 A2 Background for solos, All play single lines. For octs: Alto play lower note. Bari. play upper note.

4
A3

Oni eto
(after solos)

DC. alCoda

Useful scales: A Blues Scale AMixolydian A G Mixolydian

1234 5 6 b71a123 4 5 6b7

F F Mixolydian F*
1 b2 b3 3 b5 5 6 b7 1 2 3 4 56 b7 1 2 3 4 56 b7

b3 b5 5 b7 I41

FT)Ft half/whole dimin. (F#T) F Mixolydian

to e


